WORK AN-D LEISURE
for it has'been held up so frequently as an ideal
and by such a riff-raff of newspaper proprietors,
hard-headed business men and professional moral-
ists from the Y.M.C.A., that it has lost all real
significance. The * ideal of service ' is achieved,
according td our modern messiahs, by those who
do efficient and profitable business with just
enough honesty to keep them out of gaol. Plain
shopkeeping is thus exalted into a beautiful virtue.
The ideal of service which animates the best part
of the English leisured class has nothing to do
with the ideals of service so frequently mentioned
by advertisers in American magazines. If I had
not made this clear, my praise might have been
thought5 if not positively insulting, at least most
damnably faint.

There exists, then, an admirable minority.
But even' when the minority and its occupations
are duly taken into account, it cannot honestly be
said that the leisured classes of the present time,
or indeed of any historical period of which we
have knowledge, provide a very good advertise-
ment for leisure. The contemplation of richly
leisured life in Monte Carlo and even in artistic
Florence is by no means cheering or elevating.
. Nor are we much reassured when we consider
the occupations of the unleisured poor during
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